
Erasmus Darwin, M.D. was an English physician and inventor of  several 
devices. Darwin never patented any of  his inventions because he believed 
this would damage his reputation as a doctor. However, he encouraged his 
friends to patent their own modifications of  his designs. Darwin's most 
important scientific work, Zoonomia (or the Laws of  Organic Life) 1794–
1797, contains a system of  pathology and a chapter on 'Generation.’
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Some of  Darwin’s inventions include a horizontal windmill, a 
canal lift for barges, a copying machine, and a carriage that 
would not tip over. Darwin made a sketch of  a simple 
hydrogen-oxygen rocket engine with gas tanks connected by 
plumbing and pumps to an elongated combustion chamber and 
expansion nozzle; a concept not seen until one century later. 

Rocket Engine
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Zoonomia Volume I & II
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Copyright Zoonomia; or, The laws of organic life.
In two parts Zoonomia; or, the laws of organic life [electronic resource] : Part 
second. By Erasmus Darwin, M.D. ...

A new edition; with an introductory address, and a short appendix, / by Charles 
Caldwell, M.D. Fellow of the College of Physicians of Philadelphia, member of the 
American Philosophical Society, &c. &c. 
by Erasmus Darwin
Published 1797 by Printed by T. Dobson, at the stone house no. 41, South Second 
Street, Philadelphia
Written in English.  Edition Notes
Part I, edited by Samuel L. Mitchill, was printed at New York by T. & J. Swords in 1796
(Evans 30312). Edition statement transposed; precedes "Vol. I." on title page.

https://catalog.princeton.edu/catalog/6196153
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Acupuncture Appears in the USA For the First Time

Zoonomia Volume I

https://ia801700.us.archive.org/20/items/2551013RX1.nlm.nih.gov/2551013RX1.pdf
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In the Methodus Medendi, which is marked by at the end of  many 
of  the species of  diseases, the words incitantia, sorbentia, torpentia, &c. 
refer to the subsequent articles of  the Materia Medica, explaining the 
operations of  medicines.

https://ia801700.us.archive.org/20/items/2551013RX1.nlm.nih.gov/2551013RX1.pdf
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From Page 195
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From Page 419
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From Page 420
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From Page 421
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Zoonomia Volume II

https://ia801304.us.archive.org/22/items/darwin-online_1794_Zoonomia_A967.2/1794_Zoonomia_A967.2.pdf
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M.M. Detect and extract the diseased tooth. Cut the affected 
nerve, or stimulate the diseased membrane by acupuncture. 

Darwin States the Following on Page 143 

https://ia801304.us.archive.org/22/items/darwin-online_1794_Zoonomia_A967.2/1794_Zoonomia_A967.2.pdf
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From Page 154
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From Page 335
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From Page 336
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By R. Bivins, 2000

Page 221
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