
“The Regulars are Coming Out”

What was my roll in the history of acupuncture in the USA?

Hint, it was one of  my children

He fathered 16 children—eight with his first wife, Sarah Orne, and 
eight with Rachel Walker. At the time of his death at the ancient (for 
that time) age of 83, five of his children were still living

© Auriculotherapy Seminars LLC 2022

No photocopying or duplication of this material, photos, or graphics without prior consent from the author in writing.



Acupuncture is American as Apple Pie

In this presentation we are going to look at the frequency of the word 
moxa/moxibustion appears in these two books. The first book is, Surgical 
Essays by Dr. Dominique Larrey printed in 1821 and translated and reprinted 
in America in 1823 by Dr. John Revere. The second book is the current 
acupuncture school classic book Chinese Acupuncture and Moxibustion 
(CAM). I want to show the reader that long before acupuncture/moxa became 
popular (post President Nixon trip to China in 1972) in the US it was used by 
some of the great and influential doctors in American history.
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He was of French extraction. My father, Apollos, was a French 
Huguenot who immigrated to Boston at age 13 and Anglicized 
his family name before marrying a local girl named Deborah 
Hitchbourn. 

I produced some of the era’s most sophisticated copper plate 
engravings, creating illustrations used in books, magazines, 
political cartoons and tavern menus. One of my most famous 
engravings is a sensationalized and propagandist depiction of 
the 1770 Boston Massacre, based on a painting by the 
Bostonian artist Henry Pelham. 

Here is Some Information About Me
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A silversmith by trade, I sometimes worked as an amateur dentist. I 
made dentures out of walrus ivory and animal teeth. In 1776 I 
unwittingly became the first person to practice forensic dentistry in 
the United States: By identified the body of my friend Joseph Warren 
nine months after dying at the Battle of Bunker Hill by recognizing 
wiring I had used on a false tooth. 

According to the Central Intelligence Agency, I founded the first 
patriot intelligence network on record, a Boston-based group known 
as the “mechanics.” (also referred to as the Liberty Boys). 

The Spy Who Loved His Country
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I am famous for my midnight ride (took place between 9:00 or 10:00 
pm) on April 18, 1775. Where I proclaimed, “The Regulars are Coming 
Out” not “the British are coming”. Did you guess who I am? If you 
guessed Paul Revere you would be correct.

My son, Dr. John Revere was a trail blazer and ahead of his time when 
it came to alternative medicine. He translated Dr. Baron D. J. Larrey’s 
book Surgical Essays in 1823. Along with writing his own book An  
Inquiry into the Origin and Effects Sulphurous Fumigations in 1822.

Revolution Son’s of Moxa
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Paul and Dr. John Revere

Dr. John Revere 1787-1847Paul Revere 1734 -1818

Dr. Revere received a regular classical education at Harvard University, and 

there graduated in the class of  1807. He studied medicine under the care of  

Dr. James Jackson, professor of  the theory and practice of  medicine in 

Harvard University. After the usual courses of  study, he visited Europe, and 

especially Edinburgh and Paris, and in 1811 graduated as Medical Doctor at 

that renowned Alma Mater of  medical science in the Scottish capital.
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https://collections.nlm.nih.gov/catalog/nlm:nlmuid-100909936-bk

A Biographical Memoir on John Revere, M.D

BIOGRAPHICAL MEMOIR

ON THE LATE

JOHN REVERE, M. D.

PROFESSOR OF THE THEORY AND PRACTICE OF MEDICINE

IN THE

UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK.
BY

VALENTINE MOTT, M. D.

NEW YORK:
JOSEPH H. JENNINGS, PRINTER, 122 NASSAU STREET.

1847.

PROFESSOR OF SURGERY IN THE UNIVERSITY

DELIVERED AT THE REQUEST OF THE MEDICAL FACULTY OF THE UNIVERSITY

The above book details Dr. Revere’s life achievements. On pages 16 
and 17 there are passages about Dr. Revere’s famous father, Paul 
Revere of revolutionary war fame. 
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16

The Early Years of Dr. John Revere 

Brief passage from A Biographical Memoir on John Revere, M.D
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Dr. Revere received a regular classical education, at Harvard University, 
and there graduated in the class of 1807.

Dr. Revere studied medicine under the care of Dr. James Jackson, A 
professor at Harvard University. The two men remained friends for the 
rest of their life. Dr. Jackson was a proponent of Massachusetts 
General Hospital and became its first physician. 

After studying with Dr. Jackson, Dr. Revere studied medicine in 
Edinburgh, Scotland and Paris, France. In 1811 Dr. Revere graduated 
from Edinburgh Medical School with the degree of Doctor of medicine. 
His medical dissertation was titled “De Insania” Latin for Of Insanity.

"Cucullus non facit monachumn” 
The hood don't make the monk 
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SURGICAL ESSAYS

By

BARON D. J. LARREY,
Surgeon in Chief of the Hospital of the Royal Guard; —

One of the ancient Inspectors General on Service of 

Military Health; — First Surgeon of the Grand Army in 

Russia. Saxony, and France, during the years 1814. 

1813, 1814; — Honorary Member of the Council of 

Health of the Armies; — Commander of the Roya Order 

of the Legion of Honor; — Knight of the Imperial Order 

of the Iron Crown; —Member of the Institute of Egypt, of 

the Royal Academy of Medicine, etc.

TRANSLATED FROM THE FRENCH,

BY JOHN REVERE, M. D.

Member of the Royal Physical Society of Edinburgh, &c. &c.

BALTIMORE:

N. G. MAXWELL, 140 MARKET STREET.

1823.

https://collections.nlm.nih.gov/catalog/nlm:nlmuid-66821140R-bk

In the coming pages I will discuss the book above and its mentioned of moxa and 
how it compares to the famous book Chinese Acupuncture and Moxibustion (CAM)

Battlefield Moxa
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U.S National Library of Medicine

The photo above is the index on Dr. Dominique Jean. Larrey book 
titled “Surgical Essays” translated by Dr. John Revere in 1823
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AN

INQUIRY
INTO THE

Origin and Effects
OF

SULPHUROUS FUMIGATIONS,

IN THE CURE OF

RHEUMATISM, GOUT, DISEASES OF THE SKIN, PALSY, &c.

ILLUSTRATED BY NUMEROUS CASES.

BY J. REVERE, M. D.

Member of the Royal Physical Society of Edinburgh, &c. &c. &

"I am particularly induced to think well of sulphurous 

fumigations, by the aid of which one obtains results almost 

miraculous, precise in those cases where other remedies almost 

always fail."

Redacteur de la Gazette de Sante.

Baltimore:

PUBLISHED BY E J COALE & CO.

JOHN D. TOY, PRINTER.

1822.

Revere was Familiar with Moxa 

Prior to Dr. Revere’s translation of Dr. Dominique Jean. Larrey “Surgical 
Essays” he discussed some uses For moxa in his own book titled An 
Inquiry Into The Origin and Effects of Sulphurous Fumigations, In The 
Cure of Rheumatism, Gout, Diseases of The Skin, Palsy, &c.

https://collections.nlm.nih.gov/catalog/nlm:nlmuid-101209889-bk
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Passages from Dr. Revere’s Earlier Book Below 

The above 2 pages 26 and 37 appear in Dr. Revere’s book An Inquiry Into The Origin and Effects 
of Sulphurous Fumigations, In The Cure of Rheumatism, Gout, Diseases of The Skin, Palsy, &c.
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SURGICAL ESSAYS
By

BARON D. J. LARREY,

TRANSLATED FROM THE FRENCH,

BY JOHN REVERE, M. D.

Member of the Royal Physical Society of Edinburgh, &c. &c.

BALTIMORE:

N. G. MAXWELL, 140 MARKET STREET.

1823.

Surgical Essays A Moxibustion Classic?

Let's compare the following two books, Chinese Acupuncture and 
Moxibustion (CAM) and Surgical Essays for the frequency of the word 
moxa/moxibustion in these books. Surgical Essays was written/translated 
164 years earlier than CAM (first edition of CAM was printed in 1987)

Surgeon in Chief of the Hospital of the Royal 

Guard; —One of the ancient Inspectors General 

on Service of Military Health; — First Surgeon of 

the Grand Army in Russia. Saxony, and France, 

during the years 1814. 1813, 1814; — Honorary 

Member of the Council of Health of the Armies; 

— Commander of the Roya Order of the Legion 

of Honor; — Knight of the Imperial Order of the 

Iron Crown; —Member of the Institute of Egypt, 

of the Royal Academy of Medicine, etc.
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Chinese Acupuncture and Moxibustion 583 Pages
The word Moxa or Moxibustion appeared 577 Times

Times the word appeared per page % 0.9897

Chinese Acupuncture and Moxibustion 
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Surgical Essays 335 Pages
The word Moxa or Moxibustion appeared 333 Times

Times the word appeared per page % 0.9940

Surgical Essays
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Dr. Robley Dunglison was an English-born physician who studied 
medicine in Europe and received his medical degree in 1823 from the 
University of Erlangen in Germany. In 1824 Thomas Jefferson asked Dr. 
Dunglison to join his faculty at the University of Virginia. Before he left 
England Dunglison wrote Commentaries on the Diseases of the 
Stomach and Bowels of Children (I824). In 1822 he translated Baron B. 
J. Larrey's book On the Use of the Moxa as a Therapeutic Agent.  

Other Dominique J. Larrey Translations 

Dr. Robley Dunglison 
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The Use of Moxa as a Therapeutic Agent 148 Pages
The word Moxa or Moxibustion appeared 361 Times

Times the word appeared per page 2.4391 Times
He refers to Acupuncture 8 different times in this book

On The Use of Moxa as a Therapeutic Agent

Title: On the Use of the Moxa, as a Therapeutic Agent

Author: Dominique Jean baron Larrey

Translated by: Robley Dunglison

Publisher: Thomas and George Underwood, 1822

Length: 148 pages
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