
Erasmus Darwin, M.D. was an English physician and inventor of several devices. Darwin 
never patented any of his inventions, he believed this would damage his reputation as a 
doctor. However, he encouraged his friends to patent their own modifications of his 
designs. Darwin's most important scientific work, Zoonomia (or the Laws of Organic Life) 
1794–1797, delves into pathology, anatomy, psychology, and the functioning of the body

The Evolution of Acupuncture in the U.S.A

Erasmus Darwin 1722- 1802
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Some of Darwin’s inventions include a horizontal windmill, a canal lift for barges, a copying 
machine, and a carriage that would not tip over. Darwin made a sketch of a simple hydrogen-
oxygen rocket engine with gas tanks connected by plumbing and pumps to an elongated 
combustion chamber and expansion nozzle; a concept not seen until one century later. 

Darwin Invented the Rocket Engine
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Zoonomia (or the Laws of Organic Life)



Zoonomia; or The laws of organic life. In three parts by Erasmus Darwin

A new edition; with an introductory address, and a short appendix, / by Charles Caldwell, M.D. 

Fellow of  the College of  Physicians of  Philadelphia, member of  the American Philosophical Society, 

&c. &c. 

Published in 1797 by Printed by T. Dobson, at the stone house no. 41, South Second Street, 

Philadelphia Written in English. Edition Notes

Part I, edited by Samuel L. Mitchill, was printed at New York by T. & J. Swords in 1796 (Evans 

30312).  Edition statement transposed; precedes "Vol. I." on title page.

https://catalog.princeton.edu/catalog/6196153
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Us and the First Book on Acupuncture Printed in the US



Acupuncture Appears in the USA For the First Time
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Zoonomia Volume I
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Page 419

Zoonomia Volume I

2551013RX1.pdf (nih.gov)
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Zoonomia Volume I

2551013RX1.pdf (nih.gov)
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Zoonomia Volume I

2551013RX1.pdf (nih.gov)
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Zoonomia Volume II

https://ia600309.us.archive.org/11/items/2551016RX2.nlm.nih.gov/2551016RX2.pdf
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In the Methodus Medendi, which is marked by at the end of many of the 
species of diseases, the words incitantia, sorbentia, torpentia, &c. refer to the 
subsequent articles of the Materia Medica, explaining the operations of medicines.

Defemination and Explanation of Terms 
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M. M. Detect and extract the diseased tooth. Cut the affected 
nerve or stimulate the diseased membrane by acupuncture. 

M. M. meaning Methodus Medendi

Page 141
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Page 154

Zoonomia Volume II
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Zoonomia Volume II
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Zoonomia Volume II

Acupuncture, Expertise and Cross-Cultural Medicine
By R. Bivins, 2000

Page 221
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Dissertation on Sympathy

Do the following pages of Dr. Arthur May Dissertation speak of an early form of auriculotherapy?

https://collections.nlm.nih.gov/catalog/nlm:nlmuid-2563002R-bk
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He is considered the, "Father of American Psychiatry,” publishing the 
first textbook on Psychiatry in 1812. The title of this book is, “Medical 
Inquiries and Observations upon the Diseases of the Mind.”
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Eruption:
1. A breaking out, especially the appearance of lesions on the skin.
2. A rapidly developing dermatosis of the skin or mucous membranes
3. Passage of a tooth through the alveolar process and perforation of the gums

Catarrh: 
may be synonymous with, or vaguely indistinguishable from the common cold, 
nasopharyngitis, pharyngitis, rhinitis, or sinusitis

Empiric: (empirical )
In medicine or other branches of science, relies solely on observation and experiment

Sympathy Dissertation Definition’s 

The definition below that appears in Dr. May’s Medical Doctoral in June of 1799
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Mr. Hunter divides " the sympathy of the body, into two kinds: universal, 

and partial. By the universal sympathy is meant, where the whole 

constitution sympathises with some sensation, or action of a part. By 

partial sympathy, is meant, when one or more distinct parts sympathise

Universal & Partial = 1
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This accounts for one disease curing another. Mr. Hunter (Dr. John Hunter, 
Scottish surgeon) says, "No two different fevers can exit in the same 
constitution, nor two local diseases in the same part, at the same time. The 
suspension or cure of a gonorrhoea, by a fever, may be an instance of this. 
The failure of inoculation, and the power of resisting many infections, depend 
upon this: the great difference in the time from the application of the cause 
to the appearance of the disease depend upon the same principle.“

Dr. Rush mentions several cases of pulmonary consumption, (Tuberculosis) 
cured, or suspended by gout, madness, dyspepsia, head-ach, eruptions, 
diarrhaea, pregnancy, etc.

Sympathy: Page 9
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A large ulcer, on the leg of a patient in the Pennsylvania Hospital, was cured by 
the same state of fever.—A child of Mr. S. was cured of an eruption, by a catarrh ; 
which ceasing, the eruption returned: some weeks after, the same fever 
suspended the same eruption. An empiric cures toothache, by burning the ear 
with a hot iron: moxa, burned on the skin, behind the ear, effects the same cure. 

Sympathy: Page 10

https://collections.nlm.nih.gov/catalog/nlm:nlmuid-2563002R-bk
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Sympathies exist between the stomach and skin, between the eyes and genitals, between 
the testes and parotid glands, etc. In a word, the whole system, mind and body, is one mass 
of general sympathy : no sooner is any part affected, than the impression is communicated 
throughout the whole. Sympathy is the conductor of disease, and this same sympathy is the 
agent of cure. All the operations of medicines, I have ever witnessed, appeared to have 
been performed by the agency of sympathy. 

Sympathy: Page 13
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The following dissertation (for medical doctor) comes from Dr. Arthur May in 1799. He speaks on 
the uses of moxa and mind body medicine. It is my belief that he was familiar with acupuncture 
and its effects on pain. He citates Dr. Darwin’s research (from Zoonomia Volume II) in his 
dissertation, this leads me to believe he knows of acupuncture effects. Dr. May quotes Darwin’s 
work on page 25 of his dissertation. See photo below for a copy of that quote. His dissertation 
on Sympathy is based on Dr. Cullen’s theory in mind-body medicine. He quotes Dr. Cullen as well.

Were US Physicians Familiar with Acupuncture in the 1700’s? 

Dissertation on Sympathy By Dr. May in 1799 https://collections.nlm.nih.gov/catalog/nlm:nlmuid-2563002R-bk
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Page 236 

From Zoonomia Vol I

From what it appears, that the saccharine matter, with which the urine of these patients so 
much abounds, does not enter the blood-vessels like nitre and asparagus mentioned above;
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NIH Consensus Conference. Acupuncture

NIH Consensus Conference. Acupuncture - PubMed

November 3rd – 5th, 1997 
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On Friday February 4, 1774, Dr. Benjamin Rush addressed the members of the 

American Philosophical Society, in Philadelphia, PA. He read his essay out loud 

titled, “An Inquiry into the Natural History of Medicine among the Indians in 

North-America, and a comparative View of their Diseases and Remedies, with 

those of civilized Nations.” Dr. Rush’s speech compares a native Indian remedy 

that was similar to that of moxa.

The American Philosophical Society
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Carpenter’s Hall in Philadelphia

Built in 1770, it was the home to Franklin’s Library Company, The American 
Philosophical Society, and the First and Second Banks of the United States
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Carpenter’s Hall housed the First Continental Congress in 1774 (Sept 5th – Oct 
30th) and was home to Franklin’s Library Company, The American Philosophical 
Society, and the First and Second Banks of the United States.
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The 

CRITICAL REVIEW:
OR,

Annals of  Literature.

By

A Society of  GENTLEMEN:

VOLUME the SIXTY-EIGHT.

            Nothing extenuate,

             Nor set down aught in malice.  SHAKSPEARN.

           Ploravere suis non respndere savorem

             Speratum meritis   Hor.

LONDOM,

Printed for A. Hamilton, in Falcon- Court, Fleet-street.

MDCCLXXXIX.

Dr. Rush Essay Starts on Page 341 

https://catalog.hathitrust.org/Record/008890497
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The Indian remedies are few; and those chiefly natural ones, by increasing the 
natural evacuations. A piece of rotten wood set on fire, and burning gradually 
downward like moxa, is not the potential; but the actual caustic. 

Page 341 from Dr. Rush’s Essay

© Auriculotherapy Seminars LLC 2023
No photocopying or duplication of this material, photos, or graphics without prior consent from the author in writing.



NEW

REMEDIES:
WITH

FORMULE
FOR THEIR

PERPARATION AND ADMINISTRATION

BY

ROBLEY DUNGLISON, M.D.,

PHILADELPHIA:
BLANCHARD & LEA.

1839.

Robley Dunglison was an English-born physician who studied medicine in England, Scotland and France and 
received his medical degree in 1823 from the University of Erlangen in Germany. The following year, Thomas 
Jefferson asked him to join the first faculty at the University of Virginia as a Professor of Anatomy and Medicine.

https://archive.org/stream/61611000R.nlm.nih.gov/61611000R#page/n3/mode/2up
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Page 400

NEW REMEDIES
Dunglison writes the following on page 400 in his book about what 
and where moxa comes from. He also describes how to use cone moxa
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7 Months (215 days) before the First Continual Congress convened 

1 year 6 weeks (409 days) before the start of the Revolutionary War.

1 year 10.8 weeks (441 days) to the signing of the Declaration of Independence.
 

7 years 8.7 weeks (2,616 days) after the conclusion (officially making the U.S.A 

a country) of the Revolutionary War

It occurred: 

Moxa was introduced and probably 
spoken about for the first time in the USA
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Benjamin Rush was one of the Founding Fathers of the United States. He was a 
physician, politician and educator. Rush attended the first Continental Congress 

and was one of 56 men who signed the Declaration of Independence. 
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